
About the Tipi Camp Experience 
 
Your tipi experience is at the home of your host and although there will be much to do, 
experience and learn, you will also have time for relaxation and contemplation. Please also 
remember that tipi-living is exactly that – the old way of life – it is not akin to a hotel. Facilities 
are limited.  
This is an opportunity to spend time in the company of, and learn from a man who has held one 
of the highest honor given to any member of his tribe – Sacred Hat Keeper. You will experience 
the realities, history and culture of reservation life.  
 
A word about tipi camping: A tipi is constructed as a home, and offers excellent shelter for 
outdoor living; warm in winter, cool in summer but for Plains Indian tribes, the tipi was more 
than just a home, it was/is a sacred space. The circle, a sacred symbol of the inter-connectedness 
of all things, is the basic shape, and is the foundation of the tipi with the floor symbolizing the 
earth and the walls the sky.  
Your tipi is your temporary home for however long your stay may be, and we ask that you 
appreciate that it will not have an alter within it since you have no ceremonial intent in your 
visit, nor will it be painted inside or out with the symbolic designs/items many associate with 
spirit beings, ancestors, or honors gained in battle, since those things can only be created by and 
lived with by individuals who have the traditional right to them.   
 
The experience you will have in your tipi will be up to you. For some visitors, the very action of 
lying in the tipi at night being able to peer through the tipi ears at the stars, imagining 
themselves back in the days of free indigenous life on the Plains, is everything from fun to 
profound. For others it is a more practical experience, but whatever your personal feelings about 
it, please remember that ultimately you will be in a conical-shaped dwelling and camping; this is 
NOT ‘glamping’! (glamorous camping)  
 
We are not able to offer personal tipis. Usually males sleep in one, females in another and 
occasionally there may be an opportunity for couples/families to have their own tipi. 
 
While on the reservation your visits may include any of the sites already outlined for you in 
information send prior to your booking, but the final decision as to which sites you will visit 
ultimately rests with your host. As a spiritual leader for his people, his intuition about the 
appropriateness of taking his groups to any particular site must be respected by all.  
 
Please understand that there is a certain patience required for any visit to Indian Country, and 
in this situation, the knowledge you are offered will likely be accumulative and sometimes you 
have to listen a little harder to fully understand what you are being given. You may learn 
something on one day that makes suddenly makes something you learned on another day make 
more sense for you. Understanding some aspects of tribal knowledge is sometimes a multi-
layered process. If you want to know about something in particular, of course you may ask, but 
please do respect that your host may not be able to tell you everything you request due to tribal 
etiquette and sensitivities.  
 
The Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation is a cultural treasure, but for outsiders, the lack of 
infrastructure can be a little surprising. Not all roads are paved, there is one main grocery store 
and a gas station and material poverty (as on many Indian reservations) unfortunately is the 
norm, although culturally the Northern Cheyenne are rich. Few people have new vehicles or 
housing, there is no public library, swimming pool, malls, or many of the other services 
mainstream society often takes for granted and it is a much simpler way of life. There is mostly 



no internet, and extremely limited cell phone service reservation-wide. If you feel disconnected 
from your own society by this lack of communication for a few days, perhaps you might imagine 
life for the residents who live in this way year round.  
 
Each visitor will have their own personal experience of being on the reservation. Some will 
embrace every facet of it, and others may not, but please know your host and his family will be 
making every effort to welcome you, educate you to the ways of the traditional Cheyenne living 
and to keep you comfortable. 
 
Traveling reservation roads can be bumpy at times. Please be prepared for winding, unpaved 
roads. If you are planning to use your own transport, please know that there is nowhere to rent 
vehicles on the reservation. The nearest places to rent would be Sheridan, WY or Billings, MT. 
We would be happy to assist you with rental car reservations, or you can of course look online, 
but you should always take full insurance coverage on any vehicle you plan to rent.  
 
It may be a good idea to bring with you any particular snacks/foods and drinks that you feel you 
may need for your stay, particularly if you have dietary restrictions, since on reservations here 
(and in fact nationwide) you may not be able to get the broad spectrum of eats that are available 
in mainstream areas. 
 
We do not usually provide sleeping bags or towels for tipi stays. People usually have their own 
preferences on sleeping bags and like to bring their own. However if this is not possible, please 
let us know and we will try to accommodate your needs.  
 


